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The iIdea

“...the gross national product does not allow
for the health of our children, the quality of
their education, or the joy of their play. It
does not include... the intelligence of our
public debate or the integrity of our public
officials...it measures everything, in short,
except that which makes life worthwhile.”
Robert F. Kennedy
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OECD 'to go beyond GDP' to measure well-being

The OECD said Monday that it would help develop and publish a survey of social progress
aimed at improving policy making and the weli-being of people around the world.
"The OECD is to work with other international organisations and partners to develop a new
approach to measuring how societies are changing," a statement sai
The Drganisatian for Economic Cooperation and Development state
group’s second global forum on statistics, knowledge and policy, held *Global PI‘Oj ect on Measuring
Istanbul. e
The Paris-based organisation said it wouid work with the European C the Progress of Societies
Organisation of the Islamic Conference, the United Nations, the UN [
Programme and the World Bank on new surveys. .
The organisations declared at the weekend that national statistics se *World Forums in 2004, 2007
. public and private bodies needed to go "beyond ‘conventional econo and 2009

gross domestic product (GDP)."
Tagether they wnuld seek a way of "measurlng and msterlng the prog

dimensions, with the ultimate aoal of improvina policy makind, demodRN@IeYstawlsltinle) L Stiglitz-Sen-
Fitoussi Commission
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Create Your Better Life Index

There is more to life than the cold numbers of GDP and economic

statistics - use c

no reports
Subscribe to this feed via RSS

[ Stay in touch with the better Life
Initiative and follows us on Twitter

topics that are important to you
B pownload Executive Summary © Leam more about the index
Countries Topics

The index not only
covers all OECD
member countries, but
also includes Brazil,
China, India, Indonesia,
Russia and South Africa.

There is more to life
than the cold numbers of
GDP and economic
statistics — the Better Life
index is the first index to
cover all aspects of life,
from eduction to politics
to worlife balance.




Well-being captured in 11 topics
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Beginning to measure

Global preferences
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Participation
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Participation

OECD real-time! So far
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Want to know how people are voting for each topic? Click here to find out..
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Continuing The Drumbeat

OECD
F | OECD Better Life Initiative is one month old today!! Help us celebrate by sharing

what makes YOUR life better,
flaming_amy &y viard

According to OECD's better life index, | should be living in
{Zanada. Mice. oecdbetterlifeindex arg

5 hours ago

18,000 people have shared their indexes, have vou?

OECD Better Life Initiative
ww, necdbetterlifeindes . org

The interactive tool of the Better Life Initiative allows waou to
create anindex based on the bopics that are impartant bo wou
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Ronique Breaux-Jordan Master's level education and the
technology learning curve that is accompanying this course of
study...
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European Crisis Could Tip U.S. Into Deficit Could Be One-Third Lower If
Recession, Economists Say Economy At Full Potential: CBO

The 10 Countries With The Best Work-Life Balance: OECD

"he Huffington Post | Harry Bradford § First Posted: 6141 10:10 AMET | Updated: 8f4/11 0540 &M ET
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nes of economic uncertainty, personal lives can often be forgotten to the pressures of the workplace,

king the wark-life balance out of whack.
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It's about listening.




